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Ms. D and the children at the PS 89
After-School Program celebration

celebrated National
Poetry Month at its
P.S89 and P.S. 96
after school programs,
in conjunction with
Reading l's
Fundamental and the
Bronx Council on the

express themselves through
both the written and the
spoken word”.

With the funds from RIF to
purchase books, local poets
provided by BCA and the
children’s created work with
our very own Art teacher,
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L. ) From an interview with to the Youth Center and
. William Rivera, the Adult Employment
y Executive Director Center. After observing
p On April 10th, a youth workshop and
‘ 2003 children, parents, staff hearing about the many
Lt )| and the community from opportunities that the
0 the 32nd Senatorial District employment center has
> had the opportunity to meet to offer to the adults of
y State Senator Ruben Diaz, the community, Senator
3 while he was visiting NIDC.  Diaz said, “I'm very
re Since he is newly appointed impressed with the ser-
FE to this district, Senator Diaz's  vices provided to both
' & . \g/:?rrgp:;)e lc\alfI[t)r(l:e 22;?802:&;} ch:lE)t?: anin:tei?elfrion?:[ Senator,Diaz reads along with children at
" ) = wall as what NIDC has to ponent to NIDC is its NIDC’sP.S. 96 After School Program
' )6| offer to the community. Ac-  after-school programs held  Pablo Martinez, the 49th Precinct
e ° companied by NIDC's Ex- a PS96 and PS89. During Police Captain, John Fratta, our
. ecutive Director Bill Rivera, the visit to each school, District Manager, Assemblyman
o o 4 9| they visited NIDC's different  Senator Diaz met with the  Jeff Klein, a Representative from
. sites and observed their vari-  children, learned of their the Department of Sanitation, and
g M| ous programs offered to chil-  activities and took photos others to discuss the needs of the
a1 | dren. adults and  seniors.  with them. All the children, — community. The primary issues
"3 2a & _ They started at the aswell asthe Senator were  discussed were cleaner and safer
. _| Main Officeat 2523 ~ Olin-  excited to have met one an-  streets and noise reduction. In June
ville Ave, while there, Sena-  other. Senator Diaz announced that a grant
- g y| tor Diaz leamed of the many On June 12, Sena=  of $25,000 will be awarded to
£ support services NIDC offers  tor Diaz called a town hall  NIDC by the Senator. The funds
PP to seniors regarding housing meeting, co-sponsored by  will be used to support senior ser-
Y- 4 advocacy support. They then  NIDC, held at the Pelham  vices, adult employment, and youth
(18 y | tookawaktoNIDC'sBarker  parkway Jewish Center.  programs. The funds will help
+ 4 Ave Resource Center, where  Diaz was joined by many NIDC maintain their programs sta-
Senator Diaz was introduced public officials, such as hility.
A 3- 11 - ! 12" o
Laz:i? P;n,%?etﬁr’w,)?;ve\éfé? of Arts (BCA)_. Acco_rdi_ng to Mr. _Lucin, we were able to
After-School & Arts Ms. Laurie Pamieri, the provide students and parents
Services coordinator of each R..F. with an afternoon of
During the month of €vent, “this coI_Iaboration excitement. _ Children
April, NIDc alows the children to showcased their poetry,

artwork and journals as well as
choose from a variety of books
to take home. This concept
lends itself to the after-
school’s goal of having
children identify reading as
something fun to do and not

something required to do.
By: Chelsea Pirela
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From an interview with
Laurie Palmieri, Director of ~ After-
School & Arts Services

This past April, NIDC provided a
weeklong access to activities at its
first time ever Spring Break
Camp. The Camp ran during the
Department of Education’s Spring
Break, from April 21% through
April 25", 2003

The Spring Camp was a big suc-
cess, registering 32 children, ages
5-12 Monday-Friday between the
hours of 8:00 am and 6:00 pm.
The camp was held a NIDC's
Resource Center. Theideafor this
camp came after concerns from
parents at one of our PPO meeting
on what to do with their children
during the spring break, while they
had to work. Holding a camp dur-
ing this week not only filled that
void, but also gave NIDC an op-
portunity to reach out to a variety
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of communities, since this need
seemed to be much greater than
expected.

The Camp had a full schedule for
the children from visiting the
Wildlife Conservation Society for
a scavenger hunt, local recrea
tiona venues, the New York Bo-
tanical Garden to study flowers
and nature to then being able to
dig and plant seeds at NIDC's
backyard garden. The Spring
Camp provided the children with
alearning experience about nature
surrounding their own commu-
nity.

In addition, it aso provided
young artists the opportunity to
show off their talents in a “Chalk
it Up” event. “Chalk it Up” wasa
day for children to explore their
imagination while drawing with
chalk. Held at Zimmerman Park,

Andrew Laiosa explainstheins and outs of
Kayaking to the campers.

the children were grouped in a range of ages and
were judged on team effort, creativity and unique-
ness. The camp allowed for a positive environment
and a great experience for the children. With the
program being such a success, the children now real-
ize how nature and its surroundings are important.
With support for its community, NIDC continues to
grow offering more needed services to the commu-
nity each year.

By: Jasmine Martinez
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NPC group on the steps of the L egidative Office
Building

From an interview with Hazel Miura,
Director of Housing Services

On May 13, 2003, NIDC's housing department and
other housing organizations attended a rally in
Albany, New York where they met with elected
officials to advocate the housing needs of our
communities. The purpose of this rally was to extend
the rent regulation laws, stabilization and to eliminate
vacancy decontrol. NY apartment lease increases
were at 2 % for one year and 4 % for two-years, but
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the Rent Guideline Board has
increased apartment leases by 5.5% in
the first year and 7.5% in the second
year. This increase was needed
according to the City and State
because; of the cold winter we
experienced and because oil and
property taxes have increased. By this
increase the only people who benefit
are landlords and they will receive
more money by the loss of vacancy
leases. The NIDC housing department
stated to the City and State “that this
lease increase will have NY C people
in chaos and not able to afford an
apartment or a place to live, which will
lead to increased homelessness’.

NIDC's housing department had 20
attendees from the community go to
the rally upstate. These individuals
met at 7:00 am. a NIDC's office to
take a 3-hour bus ride to Albany from
the Bronx. They ralied with about
5,000-6,000 people, from al different
organizations that want to prevent the
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leases. Each
had different
meetings with their elected
official regarding their
perspectives on the increases of
the leases. NIDC's housing
department staff had meetings
with Assemblyman Peter
Rivera, Senator Ruth
Thompson, Assemblyman Jeff
Klein, Senator Ruben Diaz,
Senator Guy Velella and
Assemblyman Carl Heastie to
extend rent regulation laws.
For more information on these
increases or help with housing
related entitlements, call (718)
231-9800 and speak with Kathy
Soto at ex. 27, Andrew Laiosa
a ex. 17 or Hazel Miura, the
Director of Housing Services, at
ex. 11.

increase  of
organization

By: Heliana Tavarez




